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Popout

2. WHY Do Popouts Occur?

1. WHAT is a Popout?



3. HOW To Repair Popouts

Follow these steps to minimize or eliminate 
popouts:

1. Use durable aggregate from a proven 
source. A limit of 1% deleterius material by 
mass of dry aggregate has been found to 
minimize diffi culties with popouts.

2. Use Concrete with the lowest water content 
and slump possible for the application.

3. Use air entrained concrete.

4. Do not fi nish concrete when bleedwater is 
on the surface. 

5. Avoid over fi nishing or hard-steel trowelling 
where not needed, such as most exterior 
and garage slabs.

6. Reduce concrete temperature to 10°C to 
21°C.

7. Impervious fl oor coverings or membranes 
should be avoided for slabs on grade as 
they can aggravate popouts.

8. Provide proper drainage. Slope the 
slab surface to provide good drainage. 
Basement slabs should be provided with 
a free draining granular base in areas with 
high groundwater conditions.
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